[HEPATITIS B AND C VIRUS INFECTION AS RISK FACTORS FORHEPATOCARCINOMA IN PERU: CASE AND CONTROL STUDY]
To investigate whether past exposure to Hepatitis B virus (HBV) and Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) were risk factors for the development of Hepatocellular Carcinoma (HCC) in Peru, a case-control study of 136 patients with HCC and 136 age-matched and sex-matched control subjects was performed. Past exposure to HBV and HCV were assessed respectively by antibody to hepatitis B core antigen (Anti-HBc) and HbsAg and anti-HCV.Of the HCC cases, 63.2% were posuitive for HbsAg and 0.73% foranti-HCV. Of the control patients, 4.4% were positive to HbsAg and 0.73% to anti-HCV.The mean age of patients with HCC negative for HbsAg was significantly greater than that of patients HCC positive for HbsAg (35.4 versus 29.4 years, p less than 0.001).The HbsAg patients are 36.26 times more prone to developing HCC than those with HbsAg negative (95% confidence interval: 15.31-90.7).Infection with HCV does not pose a risk for the development of HCC (RR 1, 95% confidence interval: 0.062-16.152).A causal relation between HBV infection in children HCC was observed. These results indicate that HbsAg carriage is a risk factor for HCC in Peru. The importance of vertical or perinatal transmission of HBV and the prophylactic role of passive immunization plus vaccination during childhood is emphasized as well as the selective vaccination of high risk groups.